440 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


XLIH.— Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 327.] 


112. € The Auk? 


(‘The Auk, a Quarterly Journal of Ornithology. Continuation of the 
‘Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club.’ Vol. IL. No. 2, April; 
No. 3, July, 1885. Boston, Mass.] 

Mr. J. A. Allen contributes an important paper on “ Sexual 
Selection and the Nesting of Birds” to the April number 
of our contemporary ; and amongst other interesting papers 
on American birds is one by Mr. Beckham on 9I species 
obtained at Pucblo, Colorado. Mr. Ridgway makes remarks 
upon a fine series of that hitherto rare species, the Californian 
Vulture; he has also a paper on the Brown Condor, Sarco- 
rhamphus equatorialis, Sharpe, and regards it as the young 
of S. gryphus, which certainly retains its immature phimage 
until at least seven years old. Dr. Shufeldt describes and 
figures four stages of development in the bill of the Short- 
tailed Albatross (Diomedea brachyura), from specimens sent 
in alcohol from Alaska. The “ Analecta Ornithologica” of 
Dr. Stejneger reach their fifth series. A paper by Mr. 
Brewster on a new species of Rock-Ptarmigan (Lagopus 
welchi) from Newfoundland, and one by Dr. Merriam on 
change of colour in the wing-feathers of the Willow-Grouse 
of Newfoundland, will be read with interest by the side 
of the remarks on the Iceland Ptarmigan in our present 
issue (suprà, p. 377). Mr. John Murdoch’s critical notes 
on some species of birds attributed to Point Barrow, 
Alaska, by Mr. E. W. Nelson have called forth a re- 
joinder in the July issue. The papers in the latter relate 
principally to birds of the United States and Territories ; 
but there is one which cannot be summarily disposed of, 
bearing, as it does, the heading “The Eggs of the Knot 
(Tringa canutus) found at last.” Licut. A. W. Greely, 
U.S.A.,commander of the late unfortunate expedition to Lady 
Franklin Sound, writes to our friend Dr. C. H. Merriam :— 
«The specimens of bird and egg were obtained in the vicinity 
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of Fort Conger, latitude 81° 44 N. The egg was 1:1 inch 
in the longer axis and 1 inch in the shorter. Colour light 
pea-green, closely spotted with brown in small specks about 
the size of a pin-head.”’ It will be remembered that Major 
H. W. Feilden, the naturalist to H.M.S. < Alert,’ obtained 
the three nestlings now in the British Museum of Natural 
History, but the eggs eluded his research. Even now it 1s 
by no means clear that any identified specimens have been 
brought back ; and if not, we are no better off than we were in 
the days of Parry, more than sixty years ago, for that the eggs 
were then obtained there can be no reasonable doubt. They 
were even described, after a fashion: some were probably 
brought home ; but the question still is, Where is a genuine 
Knot’s egg to be seen ?—and Echo makes her proverbial 
answer. 


113. Blomefield ‘ Reminiscences of Yarrell? 

[Reminiscences of William Yarrell. By Leonard Blomefield (late 
Jenyns). 8vo. Bath: 1885. (For private circulation.) | 

Of the many who are acquainted with the works of the 
Rev. Leonard Jenyns, and are accustomed to look upon his 
‘Manual of British Vertebrate Animals’ as a classic, compa- 
ratively few are aware that under the name of Blomefield we 
have still the pleasure of counting him among the four or 
five surviving original members of the Zoological Society. 
In the present pamphlet he has given us a slight but pleasant 
sketch of Yarrell, with whom he was intimately acquainted 
for nearly thirty years, and in whose company he made many 
excursions. One of the best of his reminiscences is that of 
the shepherd-boy whom the two friends found on the downs 
above Eastbourne, and who imagined that the sole purpose 
for which Parliament met was to determine the exact day 
when Wheatear-catching should begin ! 


114. British Association’s Report on Migration in 1884. 

[Report on the Migration of Birds in the Spring and Autumn of 1884. 
By Mr. J. A. Tarvie-Brown, Mr. Cordeaux, Mr. R. M. Barrington, Mr. 
A. G. More, and Mr. W. Eagle Clarke. 8vo. London: 1885, j 
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To this Report a useful sketch-map is prefixed, showing 
the stations marked in red; aud in addition to the informa- 
tious from the stations, some interesting “ Ocean Notes” are 
supplied by the officers of various steamers and by Capt. D. 
Gray of the whaler ‘Eclipse’ of Peterhead. A little more 
system might be shown in the arrangement of the Reports 
under Familics, Genera, and Species. For instanec, at p. 20 
we find Phylloscopine followed by a paragraph headed “ Tit- 
mice ”—why not Paride? At p. 22, Motacillide are suc- 
ceeded by “ Pipits” ; Corvide are divorced from “ Ravens,” 
which are separated from Sturving by the insertion of Cyp- 
selide ; “Larks” precede Emberizide, which, again, are 
pages away from Fringillide and next to Cuculide! Such 
errors as Motacillade, Museicapade, Charadriadie, seem to 
show a want of attention to detail; and we have not gone 
over the Report hypercritically. 


115. Buckley on the Birds of Rousay, Orkney Islands. 

[A few Notes on the Mammals and Birds of Rousay, one of the Orkney 
Islands. By T. E. Buckley, B.A., F.Z.S5. Tr. Nat. Hist. Soc. Glasgow, 
i. (N. S.) 1885, pp. 44-76.] 

As the author justly remarks, the Orkneys seem to be 
the district of Scotland to which the least attention has been 
paid, from a zoological point of view, of late years; no Gray 
or Saxby having arisen to do for them what these and other 
naturalists have done for the Hebrides and the Shetlands. 
Even in Scotland little appears to be known about this 
group, for the Edinburgh ‘ Scotsman,’ in its record of Grouse- 
shooting, has of late more than once informed us that the 
Orkneys in general, and Kirkwall in particular, are in the 
Shetlands, where, as it happens, there are no Grouse at 
all! The more weleome are these notes on Rousay; and, 
as an instauce of their value, it may be mentioned that in 
them the record occurs, apparently for the first time, of the 
authenticated occurrence in summer of the Black-throated 
Diver (Colymbus arcticus), the partial distribution of which 
has always been a puzzle. The species has not yet been 
recorded from the Shetland Islands. 
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116. Bunge on Birds of the Delta of the Lena. 


[Naturhistorische Beobachtungen und Fahrten im Lena Delta. Von 
Dr. Alex. Bunge. Aus Briefen an den Akademiker L. v. Schrenck. 
Mélanges Biol., Bull. Acad. Imp. Se. St. Pétersbourg, xii. i. pp. 31-107. ] 

The greater part of this interesting paper is devoted to 
mammoth-remains found at the mouth of the Lena; but 
about eighteen pages refer to the birds observed, in order of 
date, on an expedition to Sagastyr Island. All three Palæ- 
arctic species of Swan (C. musicus, C. bewickt, and C. olor) 
were found there in the breeding-season ; and authenticated 
eggs of the Grey Plover and of the Little Stint were obtained, 
but not those of the Sanderling and the Curlew-Sandpiper, 
although these birds were shot. Sabine’s Gull was procured, 
and was probably breeding ; but the greatest prize of all was 
a pair of Ross’s Rosy-breasted Gull (Rhodostethia rosea), 
shot on the 8th July out ofa flock of other Gulls of three 


or four species. 


117. Cory’s ‘ List of the Birds of the West Indies.’ 


[A List of the Birds of the West Indies, including the Bahama Islands 
and the Greater and Lesser Antilles, excepting the Islands of Tobago 
and Trinidad. By Charles B. Cory. 4to. Boston: 1885.] 


Mr. Cory’s list contains the names, in systematic order, 
of the birds that are, up to the present time, known to oceur 
in the West Indies, the islands in which each species occurs 
being added. Great progress, certainly, has been made of 
late years in our knowledge of Antillean ornithology, but 
very much more remains to be done. As shown by the 
recent discoveries in Cozumel (supra, pp. 185, 321), even 
the most unlikely islets may be found to possess peculiar 
species. 


118. Dubois on Belgian Birds. 


[Revue des Oiseaux Observés en Belgique ; par M. Alph. Dubois. Bull. 
Mus. R. d’'Hist. Nat. Belgique, iv. 1885. (Separate copy.) | 


This list is in reply to an invitation from the Belgian dele- 
gates of the International Ornithological Committee inaugu- 
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rated last year at Vienna. Altogether the species mentioned 
amount to 336, of which 70 are resident, 57 summer and 
39 winter visitors, 49 are of regular passage, 105 irregular 
or stragglers, and 16 are regarded as “ variétés clima- 
tériques.”” The dates of arrival and departure, the Flemish 
names of the species, and other particulars render this a very 
useful and interesting compilation. 


119. Dybowski and Taczanowski on the Birds of Kamts- 
chatka. 

[Liste des Oiseaux du Kamtschatka et des îles Comandores. Par le 
Dr. B. Dybowski and L. Taczanowski. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1884, 
pp. 145-161.] 

The ficld-notes by Dr. Dybowski have already been noticed 
(Ibis, 1884, p. 207), and we have now a complete list of 
the species of which he collected specimens (161 in number), 
followed by remarks on and descriptions of some of the 
more interesting, together with some rectifieations of former 
statements. 


120. H. O. Forbes on the Eastern Archipelago. 


{A Naturalist’s Wanderings in the Eastern Archipelago, a Narrative of 
Travel and Exploration from 18738 to 1883. By Henry O. Forbes, 
F.R.G.S. London: 1885. ] 

Members of the B. O. U. will, we are sure, all enjoy Mr. 
Forbes’s account of his wanderings in the Eastern Archi- 
pelago, in the course of which he explored the Cocos-Keel- 
ling Islands, Java, Sumatra, Timor-Laut, Buru, and Timor, 
and devotes a section of his work to cach of these localities. 
Numerous allusions to birds observed will be found through- 
out the volume, and the various appendices contain lists of 
the avifaunas of the Cocos-Keeling Islands, Sumatra, Timor- 
Laut, and Buru, which will be very useful for reference. 
We may also call special attention to Mr. Forbes’s account 
of the habits of Buceros galeatus (p. 154) as novel and inter- 
esting, to his notice of the rare birds met with at the summit 
of Mount Dempo in Sumatra (pp. 207-209), and to his 
general remarks on the birds of Timor-Laut (p. 337). The 
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Honey-eater (Myzomela annabelle) named after Mrs. Forbes 
worthily oceupies the coloured titlepage, and an uncoloured 
figure of Geocichla machiki (p. 337) is also given. 


121. Harvie-Brown on Kumlien’s Gull. 


[Exhibition of and Remarks upon a specimen of Larus kumlieni, 
Brewster, from Cumberland Inlet, North America, &c. Pr. R. Phys. Soc. 
Edin, 1885. (Separate copy.) | 

This very interesting specimen, which has been kindly pre- 
sented by Mr. Harvie Brown to Saunders, was shot in August 
1884 by Mr. John Henderson, attaehed to the steam-whaler 
‘Maude,’ of Dundce, other examples being observed. The 
species was first recorded from Cumberland Inlet by Mr. 
Kumlien, of the Howgate Polar Expedition, as the North- 
Pacific L. glaucescens, a statement which (accompanied by 
others still more improbable had hardly had time to raise 
Sunders’s scepticism when the pomt was cleared up by his 
friend Mr. Brewster, who pronounced the species from Cum- 
berland Inlet to be quite distinct, as it undoubtedly is. The 
bird is only of the size of the Iceland Gull, but it has pale-grey 
markings on the primaries—a distinction worthy of notice, 
because the specics may not improbably occur on our northern 
coasts in severe winters, having already been obtained as far 
south as New York State. On the Pacific coast a Gull, 
similar in wing-pattern, but of the size of the Glaucous Gull, 
has been obtained, and named L. nelsoni, Henshaw. Mr. 
Henderson is to be congratulated on the acquisition of this 
rarity ; would that there were more observers like him on 
our whalers ! 


122. Meyer on new Birds in the Dresden Museum. 


[Ueber neve und wngeniigend bekannte Vögel im kénigl. zoologischen 
Museum zu Dresden. Von A. B. Meyer. Zeitschr, f. d. ges. Orn. 1834, 
pp. 193-222, taf. vii-ix. | 

After referring to his previous paper [see ‘Ibis, 1884, 
p. 458], Dr. Meyer enumerates 37 specics, and proceeds to 
describe the following as new :-—Sauropatis australasie (V.), 
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var. n. minor, Timor-Laut ; Leptotodus, gen. n., type L. 
tenuis, sp. n. (figured), Amberbaki, New Guinea; Micro- 
lestes, gen. n., type M. arfakianus, sp. n., Arfak Moun- 
tains, New Guinca; Gerygone bimaculata, sp. n., Arfak 
Mountains, New Guinea; Graucalus timorlaočusis, sp. n. 
(figured), Timor Laut ; Corvus latirostris, sp. u., Timor Laut ; 
Pachycephala affinis, sp. n., Arfak Mountains ; Oxypogou 
stuebelti, sp. n., Volcano of Tolima, Colombia ; Chlorostilbon 
stuebelti, sp. n, Yungas, Bolivia; Cinnyris henkei, sp. n. 
(figured), coll. Frank; Zosterops incerta, sp. n. (locality un- 
known); Turdinus sepiarius (Horsf.), var. n. minor, Java; 
Geocichla schistacea, sp. n. (figured), Timor Laut; Macro- 
pygia timorlavénsis, sp. n., Timor Laut; Tropidorhynchus 
aruensis, sp. n, Arn Islands; Stigmatops salvadorii, Timor 
Laut, and S. kebirensis, Kebir, spp. nn. 


123. Mitchell’s ‘ Birds of Lancashire’ 
[The Birds of Lancashire. By F.S. Mitchell. 8vo. London: 1885.1 


This is an excellent book, and, in its way, almost perfect 
—which is saying a good deal. The introductory remarks, 
especially those on the value of observations on migration, 
deserve careful consideration at the present time, when there 
is a distinct tendency to the mere accumulation of a mass of 
undigested facts—a proceeding which must end in weariness. 
A map, coloured plates by Keulemans of those Lancashire 
rarities the Black-throated Wheatear (Saxicola stapazina) 
and the Wall-erceper (Tichodroma muraria), and woodcuts of 
decoys &e. embellish the work. Worthy of notice, as a fact 
not generally known, is the remarkable decrease of late years 
in the numbers of the Green Woodpecker and of the Wry- 
neck—the latter seldom breeding in Lancashire now, although 
it appears to have been a regular visitor there np to about 
the middle of the century. 


124. More on Irish Birds. 


[A List of Irish Birds, showing the Species contained in the Science 
and Art Museum, Dublin. By A. G. More, F.L.S., M.R.LA., Curator of 
the Natural-History Museum, Dublin, 1885, pp. 52. ] 


Recently published Ornithological Works. 447 


In this useful list all the species obtained in Ireland are 
enumerated, those in the Museum being distinguished by 
Egyptian type, while those not possessed are in italies. It 
must not be forgotten that some of the rarer stragglers to 
Ireland, such as the Griffon-Vulture, Spotted Eagle, Great 
Spotted Cuckoo, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Great Auk, and 
others, are in the Museum of Trinity College, Dublin, and 
that there is no reason for their transfer to the Museum in 
Kildare Street. But surely the latter should not long remain 
without one or more of the Irish speeimens of Montagu’s 
Harrier, Red-backed Shrike, Marsh-Tit, White Wagtail, 
Wood-Lark, Mealy Redpoie, Stoek-Dove, &e. which have been 
obtained of late years, and which are neither heirlooms nor 
have been lost sight of in the course of the ehange of 
ownership incidental to so many loeal collections. 


125. Nehrkorn on Birds from Waigiou. 

[Zur Avifauna der Insel Waigou. Von A. Nehrkorn. J.f. O. 1885, 
p. 30.] 

In the winter of 1883-84 the well-known collector Dr. 
Platen paid a visit to Waigiou, and amassed a scrics of 636 
bird-skins. The species, 103 in number, are given aceording 
to Salvadori’s nomenclature ; and of these, 22 are new to 
Waigiou. The eggs of several species are described, amongst 
others those of Rhectes leucorhynchus and Pitta mackloti. Of 
Diphyllodes wilsoni, formerly considered so rare, 40 adult 
males, 10 young males, and 4 females were in the collection ! 


126. ‘ Ornithologist and Oologist. 
[Ornithologist and Oologist. Vol. x. No. 5.] 


The recent number of this periodical, published by Mr. 
Frank B. Webster at Pawtueket, Rhode Island, contains 
many interesting notes on American birds. 


127. Reid on the Birds of Bermuda. 


[The Birds of Bermuda. By Capt. Savile G. Reid, R.E., F.Z.S. Bull. 
U.S. Nat. Mus. No. 25, pp. 163-279.] 
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Most of these excellent notes have already appeared in 
the ‘ Zoologist ? for 1877; but a complete synonymy is now 
supplied to cach of the 186 species recorded as occurring 
in this group of islands; and Dendraca maculosa, Regulus 
satrapa, and Hydrochelidon nigra are added to the list, 
together with some additional matter. Our American 
consins have acted wisely in annexing these notes on “ the 
still vexed Bermoothes,” albeit the islands remain as yet 
a British possession. 


128-142. Ridgway on American Birds. 


[128. Description of a new Race of the Red-shouldered Hawk from 
Florida. Pr. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1834, p. 514. (Published Jan. 19, 1885.) 

129, On two hitherto unnamed Sparrows from the Coast of California. 
Tom. cit. p. 516. (Published Jan. 19, 1885.) 

130. On Qistrelata fisheri and Qi. defilippiana. Op. cit. 1885, p. 17. 

131. Icterus cucullatus, Swainson, and its Geographical Variations. 
Tom. cit. p. 18. 

132. Description of a new Species of Contopus from Tropical America, 
Lom. eit. p. 20. 

133. Note on Anser leucopareius of Brandt. Tom, cit. p. 21. 

134, Description of a new Warbler from Yucatan. Tom. cit. p. 23. 

135, Description of two new Birds from Costa Rica. Tom. cit. p. 25. 

136. Description of three supposed new Iloney Creepers from the Lesser 
Antilles, with a Synopsis of the Species of the Genus Certhiola. Tom. 
Ctl. Th 20. 

137. On Cathartes burrovianus, Cassin, and C. urubitinga, Pelzeln. 
Tom. cit. p. 34. 

138. On Onychotes grubert. Tom. cit. p. 36. 

139. Remarks on the type specimen of Luteo oxypterus, Cassin, Tom. 
cit. p- 75. 

140, Description of a new Species of Boat-billed Heron from Central 
America, Tom. ett. p. 93. 

141, Description of a new Hawk from Cozumel. Tom., cit. p. 94. 

142, On Peucea mexicana (Lawr.), a Sparrow new to the United States. 
Tom. cit. p. 98.] 


We have here a bateh of fifteen papers by our energetic 
Foreign Member Mr. Ridgway. In No. 128 he describes 
the Floridan form of Buteo lineatus as a new subspccies, 
B. lineatus alleni; it is smaller than typical B. lineutus, the 
adult much paler in colour, the young decidedly darker. In 
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No. 129 a new Sparrow, Passerculus beldingi, sp. nov., from 
Southern California, is deseribed as similar to the darker form 
of P. sandwichensis from the salt-marshes of San Franciseo 
(for which he proposes the name P. sandwichensis bryanti, 
subsp. nov.), but is again much darker and has a larger bill, 
It seems that Passerculus anthinus of Bonaparte, from Alaska, 
is a pure synonym of his P. alaudinus. In No. 130 Mr. Ridg- 
way announces the discovery of a specimen of the Petrel 
(strelata defilippiana in the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, and shows that it is “very distinet”’ 
from Œ. fiskeri, with which he had previously supposed it 
might be identical. In No. 131 he proposes to separate from 
Icterus cucullatus two new subspecies— (1) the paler J. c. nelsoni 
from Western Mexico, Southern California, and Arizona, 
(2) the ruddier Z. c. igneus, from Yueatan, leaving the inter- 
mediate form from Southern and Eastern Mexico as J. cu- 
cullatus. According to No. 132 Contopus pileatus, sp. n., is 
a small member of the genus with a “ sooty grey cap,” based 
ona single specimen, from an unknown locality, in the Amc- 
rican Museum of Natural History, New York. In No. 133 
the specific name ‘‘ minima ” is proposed for the small form of 
Canada Goose from the Pacific coast called Bernicla cana- 
densis leucopareia in the lately-issued ‘ Water-Birds of North 
America,’ i. p. 456, because Anser leucopareius, Brandt= A, 
hutchinsi, Sw. et Richards. In No. 134 the form of Grana- 
tellus sallei from Yucatan is separated subspecifically as 
G. sallei boucardi. In No.135 Mr. Ridgway describes a new 
Blue Crow allied to Cyanocorax ornatus, from the Atlantie 
slope of Costa Rica, under the name of C. cucullatus, and a 
new subspecies of Vireolanius, from Costa Rica to Panama, as 
V. pulchellus verticalis. The latter differs from the northern 
form in having the whole crown light green. In No. 136 he 
describes Certhiola finschi, from an uncertain locality, as like 
©. martinicana, but smaller and with yellow superciliaries ; 
C. sundevalli, like C. dominicana, but with yellow supereili- 
aries and the upper parts more slaty, from Guadeloupe and 
Dominica; and C. sancti-thome, from St. Thomas. Headds 
a new and useful “key” to the genus, in which 19 species 
are recognized, the principal synonyms being added. 
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In No. 187 Mr. Ridgway shows that Cathartes burro- 
vianus of Cassin is the same as C. urudbitinga of Pelzeln (ex 
Natterer), Cassin’s name having the priority. In No. 138 
we learn that Mr. Ridgway has solved the long-existing puzzle 
of Onychotes gruberi, by proving that this supposed Californian 
species (see Ibis, 1881, p. 396, pl. xii.) is no other than Buteo 
solitarius of the Sandwich Islands. He states in No. 139 
that, although smaller than any example in the National 
Museum, B. oxypterus is unquestionably referable to B. 
swainsoni. But the specimen described in ‘ North-American 
Birds’ (iii. p. 266) as the melanistic adult of “ B. swainsoni, 
var. ovypterus,”’ is not B. swainsoni at all, but B. fuliginosus, 
Scl., “which is said (and probably with truth) to be the 
melanistic phase of B. brachyurus.” In No. 140 the Boat- 
billed Heron of Central America, from Mexico to Veragua, 
is separated as a new species, Cancroma zeledoni, differing 
from C. cochlearia in having the neck and breast deep buff 
instead of ashy white, the upper parts of a deeper grey, and 
the crest far less developed. In No. 141 Rupornis gracilis, as 
it is proposed to call the new species from Cozumel, is de- 
scribed as similar to R. ruficauda griseicauda, but decidedly 
smaller, and with the thighs and under wing-coverts nearly 
or quite immaculate. Lastly, the specimens of Peucea from 
Texas referred to P. arizone by Messrs. Ridgway and Merrill 
in their jomt article on the ornithology of Southern Texas 
(Proe. U.S. Nat. Mus. i. p. 127) turn ont to be the same as 
Coturniculus mexicanus, Lawrence (Ann. Lye. N. Y. vii. 
p. 474), from the mountains of Colima. The species must 
therefore stand as Peucea mexicana. 


143. Salvadori and Giylioli on new Birds from Cochin 
China. 


[Due muove specie di Uccelli della Cocincina raccolte durante il viaggio 
della R. Pirofregata Magenta e descritte da T. Salvadori ed E. Giglioli. 
Atti R. Accad. Sci. Torino, xx. p. 427.] 

An apparently very conspicuous new species of Cissa (C. 
hypoleuca) and a new Mirafra (M. erythrocephala) are de- 
scribed from specimens collected in Coehin China in 1846, 
during the voyage of the ‘ Magenta’ round the world. 
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144. Schalow on the Birds of Mark Brandenburg. 


[Zur Ornis der Mark Brandenburg. Ein dritter Beitrag. Von Herman 
Schalow. Zeitschr. f. d. ges. Orn. 1885, pp. 1-44. ] 

This is the third paper which Herr Schalow has published 
upon the subject, the two former having appeared in the 
‘Journal fiir Ornithologie’ for the years 1876 and 1881 
respectively. ‘The number of species observed has increased 
during the past nine years from 259 to 267. Any British 
ornithologist who is desirous of investigating the avifauna of 
the district between the Elbe and the Oder will find that, 
in addition to other information, this contribution affords him 
an excellent opportunity of acquiring at least so much of 
the little-known Wendish language as relates to birds. 


145. Schiavuzzi on Northern Birds in the Adriatic. 

{Sulla comparsa di specie nordiche nella regione Adriatica settentrionale. 
Zeitschr. f. d. ges. Orn. 1884, pp. 93-103. ] 

An important addition to our knowledge of the visits of 
northern species to that little-known arm of the Mediter- 
ranean, the Gulf of Adria. We gather from an announce- 
ment in the above-named journal that Dr. Schiavuzzi 
published in 1883 an account of all the birds of the Trieste 
district, but we have not yet seen a copy of this memoir. 


146. Stejneger on Lanius robustus. 


[Remarks on Lantus robustus (Baird), based upon an examination of 
the Type Specimen. By Leonhard Stejneger. Pr. Acad. Nat. Sei. Philad. 
1885, p. 91.] 

Mr. Stejneger has re-examined the Shrike in the Museum 
of the Philadelphian Academy, which Cassin identified with 
Swainson’s Lanius elegans, and Baird subsequently named 
Collurio ludovicianus, var. robustus. There is no proof what- 
ever of this specimen having been, as was supposed, ob- 
tained in California. As Prof. Baird has already stated, it 
is “quite different from any recognized American species ;” 
and Mr. Stejneger is of opinion that it agrees most nearly 
with Lanius algeriensis, L. fallax, and L. uncinatus. Lanius 
robustus may be therefore excluded from the American list. 
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147. Stejneger on a new Sparrow. 


[Passer saturatus, a new Species of Tree-Sparrow from the Liu-kiu 
Islands, Japan. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc, U.S. National Mus. 
1885, p. 19.] l 

Mr. Stejneger describes as Passer saturatus an insular 
form of P. montanus from the Liu-kiu (or Loochoo) Islands, 
North Pacific. 


148. Taczanowski on Abnormal Moults. 


[Notice sur la Mue anormale de certains Oiseaux. Bull. Soc. Zool. 
France, 1584, p. 803.] 

This notice was elicited by a paper by Baron P Hamon- 
ville in a former number of the above journal, respecting 
the simultancous shedding of the flight-feathers in the male 
of Anas boscas. M. Taczanowski states that not only was 
this supposed novelty well known to most sportsmen, but also 
that it has been observed in many other members of the 
Anatidæ, and also in the male of Tetrao tetrix. 


149. Tait on Portuguese Birds. 

[As Aves en Portugal. By W. Tait. Revista Soc. d. Instrucgao do 
Porto, vol. iii. pp. 459, 519, vol. iv. p. 80.] 

This is the excellent beginning of a work which will pro- 
bably never be finished in the language of the country in 
which it was commenced. The Editors of the Review for 
which the series of articles was undertaken by our corre- 
spondent do not seem to have appreciated his work, and have 
delayed their issue so long as to have exhausted his patience. 
Mr. Tait has therefore deeided to publish his notes on the 
Birds of Portugal in English, and in the pages of this Journal. 
Our gain will be the loss of Portugal 


a pity, it is true; for 
there is certainly no list of birds so good, as far as it goes, 
in the language of her larger neighbour, Spain. 


150. Zeledon on the Birds of Costa Rica. 


[Catalogue of the Birds of Costa Rica, indicating those Species of which 
the United States National Museum possesses Specimens from that 
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Country. By José C, Zeledon, of San José, Costa Rica. Proe. U.S. Nat. 
Mus. 1885, p. 104.] 

Mr. Zeledon, the well-known naturalist of San José, Costa 
Rica, during a short residenee at Washington, has revised 
his former Catalogue of the birds of Costa Rica, published at 
San José in 1882, and added the new species, the list now con- 
taining the names of 692 species, arranged aceording to the 
system employed in the United States National Museum. 


XLIV.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letter addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis ? — 

Topclyffe Grange, Farnborough, Kent, 
July 24, 1885. 

Dear Sirs, —On the 4th November last the Rev. H. H. 
Slater exhibited at the Zoological Society’s Meeting a speci- 
men of the Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria), shot by himself 
on the Yorkshire.coast on the 28th August, 1884, and at the 
same time I exhibited one shot by Mr. Power at Blakeney, 
in Norfolk, on the 4th September, these being the second 
and third recorded occurrences of this Warbler in Great 
Britain. When exhibiting the above bird, I mentioned that 
Mr. Shaw, of Shrewsbury, had written to me to say that a 
young Orphean Warbler shot at Broadford, Skye, had been 
sent to him for preservation, and on my asking him to 
send it to me for examination, as I thought it might pos- 
sibly be a Barred Warbler, had replied that he was unable 
to do so, but that he felt sure it was really an Orphean 
Warbler. Subsequently I met Mr. Shaw in London, and 
from his deseription of the bird I felt more and more con- 
vinced that he was wrong in his identification, and he kindly 
urged the owner of the bird, Mr. George Dunville Lees, of 
Woodhill, Oswestry, to let me examine it. Mr. Lees brought 
the bird to me, and [ am now able to state positively that it 
is au immature Barred Warbler, closcly resembling the bird 
exhibited by the Rev. H. H. Slater. Mr. Lees writes to me 
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